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EARTH MOVERS

STEREOSTONE'S DAVINCI SPEAKER GIVES DULL GARDEN PARTIES

WHAT THEY HAVE ALWAYS NEEDED: GREAT BASS.

BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN PHILLIP

ontrary to what
nyy ears are tel-
ling me, a full
fleet of 18-
wheelers has not convened
suddenly in the driveway.
“All my chents really care
about is bass,” the popular

mund by the level of bass,
That may be why rock-

usually requires large
woofers housed in volumi-
nous speaker cabinets, and
few rock speakers are en-
dowed with either, As a
result, they fail to get your
toes tapping, so they often
fail to impress,
Steman:nne, one of the

eaker’s tarnished rep with
e new DaVinei, These

output by joining a mbn;:;&
:
-%3

8-inch woofer and a ported
cabinet, which provides a
deeper bass response than
the scaled cabinets of other
rock speakers. Ported cabi-
nets are fairly common in
home systems, but this is, to
my knowledge, their first
appearance in a rock-shap-
ed speaker,

‘Why do other manufac-
turers avoid this design in
their rock speakers? Be-
cause water and insects
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could find their way into
the port and thus inside the

speaker enclosure. (Even the
most devour Buddhist
might take a dim view of
beetles warming themselves
on his speaker magnets,)
StercoStone’s engineers
clam that by employing an
L-shaped port tube with a
304 stainless-sreel grille and
WO n}-‘]nn filters, r’m.-.}.- can
effectively eliminate any
possibility of invasion by
moisture or mite.

DaVinci's designers did
not stop there. They have
also mounted the speaker
drivers from the front in-
stead of from the rear, as in
most ock-shaped speakers.
Thus, the drivers breathe
freely without being sur-




rounded by cabinet edges
that can reflect sound and
impair performance, The
cabinet 1self 1s made from
an extremely dense, nonres-
onant material.

Maost rock-shaped speak-
ers protect their drivers
with a slotted faux-stone
grille that can interfere with
the sound. DaVinci, instead,
shields its drivers with con-
ventional, perforated grilles
of stainless steel that have
litele effect on performance.
Although the steel grilles
sport a flecked, faux-rock
finish, they are somewhat
more visible than most
mock-speaker grilles. Bue
despite their prominent
appearance, [ find DaVinc's
grilles more attractive than
slotted rock-speaker grilles,
but T suppose that is simply
a matter of taste.

The designers chose a
titaninm-dome rweeter (the
speaker part that reproduces
the upper range). Accord-
Ing to StereoStone, this
tweeter offers both out-
standing performance and
weather resistance, The dri-
ver also swivels, allowing the
installer to point it directly
at you for optimum sound,

I note DaVinci’s greatest
strength almost as soon as |
hit the play button on my
CD changer, Even when

the rock speakers are play-
ing outdoors, | can tell
from my living room that
DaVinci would handily

outshake most other rock

speakers. Every bass note it
produces sounds precise
and natural. And cach note
stops when it is supposed
o, rather than lingering to
harmonize with the next.

Much of this bass per-
tormance surely results
from the ported cabinet
design, but StercoStone
President Ken Roottner also
atributes it o the speaker’s
design simplicity. DaVinci
does not use electrical
CTOSSOVEr components—
such as coils or capacitors
—to filter the weble (high)
frequencies from the
woofer, (It does have a
capacitor that filters bass
out of the tweeter.)
Roormer says omitting the
electrical crossover compo-
nents helps the amplifier
maintain control of the
woofer, and thus improves
the precision of DaVinc's
bass response.

There is a rade—oif to
this approach, though, With
no electrical crossover
components to filter
high frequencies from
DaVinci's wooter, the
wooler must repro-
duce almost the

entire range of the human
voice, and voices do not
sound as natural coming
from an 8-inch woofer as
they do when cmanating

Bur remembering my earli-
er sentiments about what
rost consurmers value in a
speaker, 1 feel that 90 per-
cent of DaVineis potential
buyers would consider
stercoStone’s design deci-
sions a wise trade-off,
DaVinci positively
blooms when one of my
Wes Montgomery CDs
comes up in the changer,
The speaker’s cxcellent
tweeter throws a startling
spundstage across my back-
yard, as if an entire jazrz
group is floating above the
flowerbed. | find this effect
addictive. And 1 hear the
same effect as [ spin Ha-
wailan slack-key guirar
CDs, orchestral discs and

speaker performs best at
exactly the task to which I
most commonly put an

hours of jazz CDs as [ relax
in my backyard,

From the comfort of my
outdoor recliner, with
cigar in hand and a
healthy supply
of bour- i
bon, 1

SOy

from smaller speaker drivers.

bluegrass instrumentals. This

outdoor speaker: belting out

many an afternoon with
DaVinei. It iz the closest 1
have come to achieving
indoor sound quality out-
doors. And [ am not alone,
F.ottner says that a major
recording industry figure
recently discarded all 50
rock speakers on his estate
and replaced them with |
DaVincis. | thought that
was a conspicuous frivolity
at first, but now I can sym-
pathize. For a lst of in-depth
technical measuremenrs and
data, please visit our website
at wiine hedmag. com , [TEED

B DESCRIPTION
Rock-sheped speaker for oubdoar o
indoos use.

B DIMENSIONS
155 191 1 11.5 Inches (),

B CONNECTIONS
Frve-way speaker-cable binding posts with
weatharprool cover.

B COMPONENTS

Elght-Inch palypropylene-cone woolzr,
one-inch tranlum-doms lweebe:,

® PRICE/CONTACT

PRICE: $1.400 per pai
CONTACT: (8000 350-7866
W sterensione, com




